
IN
T

R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

July/August 2014 - Volume 7 Number 4

EDITORIAL ADVISORS
Steve Barter BDS, MSurgDent RCS 
Anthony Bendkowski BDS, LDS RCS, MFGDP, DipDSed, DPDS, 
  MsurgDent 
Philip Bennett BDS, LDS RCS, FICOI 
Stephen Byfield BDS, MFGDP, FICD 
Sanjay Chopra BDS 
Andrew Dawood BDS, MSc, MRD RCS 
Professor Nikolaos Donos DDS, MS, PhD 
Abid Faqir BDS, MFDS RCS, MSc (MedSci) 
Koray Feran BDS, MSC, LDS RCS, FDS RCS 
Philip Freiburger BDS, MFGDP (UK) 
Jeffrey Ganeles, DMD, FACD 
Mark Hamburger BDS, BChD 
Mark Haswell BDS, MSc 
Gareth Jenkins BDS, FDS RCS, MScD 
Stephen Jones BDS, MSc, MGDS RCS, MRD RCS 
Gregori M. Kurtzman, DDS 
Jonathan Lack DDS, CertPerio, FCDS 
Samuel Lee, DDS 
David Little DDS 
Andrew Moore BDS, Dip Imp Dent RCS 
Ara Nazarian DDS 
Ken Nicholson BDS, MSc 
Michael R. Norton BDS, FDS RCS(ed) 
Rob Oretti BDS, MGDS RCS 
Christopher Orr BDS, BSc 
Fazeela Khan-Osborne BDS, LDS RCS, BSc, MSc 
Jay B. Reznick DMD, MD 
Nigel Saynor BDS 
Malcolm Schaller BDS 
Ashok Sethi BDS, DGDP, MGDS RCS, DUI 
Harry Shiers BDS, MSc, MGDS, MFDS 
Harris Sidelsky BDS, LDS RCS, MSc 
Paul Tipton BDS, MSc, DGDP(UK) 
Clive Waterman BDS, MDc, DGDP (UK) 
Peter Young BDS, PhD 
Brian T. Young DDS, MS

CE QUALITY ASSURANCE ADVISORY BOARD
Dr. Alexandra Day BDS, VT
Julian English BA (Hons), editorial director FMC
Dr. Paul Langmaid CBE, BDS, ex chief dental officer to the Government 

for Wales
Dr. Ellis Paul BDS, LDS, FFGDP (UK), FICD, editor-in-chief Private 

Dentistry
Dr. Chris Potts BDS, DGDP (UK), business advisor and ex-head of 

Boots Dental, BUPA Dentalcover, Virgin
Dr. Harry Shiers BDS, MSc (implant surgery), MGDS, MFDS, Harley St 

referral implant surgeon

PUBLISHER  |  Lisa Moler
Email: lmoler@medmarkaz.com

MANAGING EDITOR  |  Mali Schantz-Feld	
Email: mali@medmarkaz.com
Tel: (727) 515-5118

ASSISTANT EDITOR  |  Elizabeth Romanek
Email: betty@medmarkaz.com 
 
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT  |  Mandi Gross
Email: mandi@medmarkaz.com 
 
NATIONAL ACCOUNT MANAGER  |  Michelle Manning 
Email: michelle@medmarkaz.com

NATIONAL ACCOUNT MANAGER  |  Adrienne Good		
Email: agood@medmarkaz.com

CREATIVE DIRECTOR/PRODUCTION MANAGER  |  Amanda Culver		
Email: amanda@medmarkaz.com 
 
PRODUCTION ASST./SUBSCRIPTION COORD. 
Jacqueline Baker		
Email: jbaker@medmarkaz.com

MedMark, LLC
15720 N. Greenway-Hayden Loop #9
Scottsdale, AZ 85260
Tel: (480) 621-8955	 Fax: (480) 629-4002
Toll-free: (866) 579-9496	 Web: www.implantpracticeus.com

www.medmarkaz.com

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
1 year                    (6 issues)           $99 
3 years                  (18 issues)         $239

© FMC 2013. All rights reserved. 
FMC is part of the specialist 
publishing group Springer Science+ 

Business Media. The publisher’s written consent must be obtained 
before any part of this publication may be reproducedvw in any form 
whatsoever, including photocopies and information retrieval systems. 
While every care has been taken in the preparation of this magazine, 
the publisher cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of the 
information printed herein, or in any consequence arising from it. The 
views expressed herein are those of the author(s) and not necessarily the 
opinion of either Implant Practice or the publisher.

Volume 7  Number 4	 Implant practice  1

Impact of edentulism
Edentulism is considered a physical impairment, handicap, and a disability that impacts 

a patient’s health, nutritional balance, and quality of life.1 While the rate of edentulism has 
been declining throughout the past 3 decades, the subsequent increase in the United States 
and world population has resulted in an increase in the number of edentulous persons.2 
The number of edentulous arches is expected to rise to 61 million in the year 2020, which 
represents approximately 10% of people in the U.S. having one edentulous arch or more.3 
This will ultimately increase demand for implant overdenture therapy.

First-choice standard of care
The placement of two to four implants for retaining a complete denture is an effective treat-

ment option with long-term successful outcomes of prostheses and implants.4 As compared 
to traditional complete dentures, implant overdentures have the following benefits:5-7

•	 Greater comfort and less pain	 •	 Enhanced chewing function, nutrition
•	 Enhanced stability	 •	 Superior quality of life
•	 Psychologically and emotionally superior

The implant is key, but attachment choice is critical!
What do patients see every day when inserting and removing their dentures and cleaning 

the supragingival components? They see the portion that is holding the denture stable — the 
attachment! Attachment choice and its effect upon implant overdentures has been extensively 
studied. I use the Zest LOCATOR® because it has the lowest vertical height, enhanced long-term 
durability, dual retention, multiple levels of retention, and easy maintenance and interchangeability. 

It is unfortunate that some patients must be excluded from overdenture therapy due to 
a lack of sufficient bone to accommodate an implant greater than 3 mm without adjunctive 
treatment. Many patients refuse bone grafting, osteotomy enlargement, or ridge splitting due 
to the actual or perceived invasiveness of these procedures. Also, any additional procedures 
enhance the potential morbidity, introduce incremental risk factors, and prolong healing and 
treatment duration.

Narrow diameter implants have been historically advocated for use in patients with inad-
equate bone volume and/or those who wish for minimally invasive therapy. While the one-
piece ball and O-ring implant design is acceptable for certain indications, their tall prosthetic 
height, wear, and limited levels of retention present clinical challenges. 

The LOCATOR® Overdenture Implant (LODI) System provides a narrow diameter dental 
implant with a simple and efficient drilling protocol, proven Resorbable Blast Media (RBM) 
surface treatment, self-tapping design for increased primary stability, and a two-piece design 
that offers superior prosthetic and surgical flexibility. 

As a private practice Prosthodontist and an academic clinician, my patients who present 
with limited ridge width need a solution, one that I could feel comfortable with servicing over 
time in case attachment wear occurs, and one that allows me to fit the implant to the patient 
instead of the other way around. I have found tremendous growth of implant overdenture 
therapy in my clinical practice by being able to offer quality, affordable treatment using the 
Zest LODI System.

Michael David Scherer, DMD, MS, FACP
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A paradigm shift in implant dentistry

Dr. Michael Scherer is a full-time private practice prosthodontist in Sonora, California. He is currently 
an Assistant Clinical Professor at Loma Linda University, a former Assistant Professor in Residence at 
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has published articles related to clinical prosthodontics, implant dentistry, and digital technology with 
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